
	
	
	

	
	

Monrovia’s	First	Houses	–	Still	Remaining	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Prepared	by	the	Monrovia	Legacy	Project	
	

November	2016	
	
	
	



	

	

Monrovia’s	First	Houses	–	Still	Remaining	
	
	
In	1886	–	the	year	Monrovia	was	‘born’	-	fewer	than	ten	buildings	existed	here.		By	
the	end	of	1887,	220	buildings	had	been	built!	Of	these,	at	least	66	homes	and	four	
commercial	buildings	remain.	Just	10	are	protected	by	landmark	status.			
	
Homes	built	for	banker	Joseph	Sartori	(on	cover),	implement	manufacturer	J.I.	Case,	
Pacific	View	Tract	developer	C.A.	Campbell,	and	other	historic	figures	are	among	
those	unprotected.	
	
The	attached	list	details	these	‘first	houses’	still	in	existence,	giving	their	address,	
original	owner,	cost	or	tax	value,	and	landmark	status.	There	may	be	other	homes	
not	on	the	list	that	are	still	with	us.	Some	homes	were	moved	and	records	are	not	
complete	about	their	original	location.		In	addition,	not	all	homes	built	on	spec	by	
the	Venderink	Improvement	Company	(29	homes	built),	LeMars	subdivision	(20),	
and	Stevenson	subdivision	(7)	have	been	identified.	
	
This	material	has	been	prepared	by	the	Monrovia	Legacy	Project	to	help	in	the	
preservation	of	Monrovia’s	historic	heritage.	
	
	
	
Note:	Unless	otherwise	noted,	each	listed	structure	was	built	in	1887.		House	histories	
on	many	of	these	properties	will	be	in	the	repository	available	through	the	Monrovia	
Public	Library	being	created	by	the	Monrovia	Legacy	Project.	
	
	
	
	
Sources	

1) Monrovia	Planet	December	31,	1887	-	excerpted	by	former	City	Historian	
Myron	Hotchkiss		

2) 1888	Tax	records	transcribed	by	current	City	Historian	Steve	Baker	
3) Monrovia	Historic	Preservation	Group	list	of	landmarked	structures	
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Steve	Baker,	City	Historian	
Ph:	626	932-5507			monroviahistory@aol.com		
	
Sandy	Burud,	Co-Project	Director,	Monrovia	Legacy	Project		
Ph:	626	256-3423		sandy.burud@gmail.com			
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Appendix	
	
	
	

The	following	excerpts	are	from	the	December	31,	1887	edition	of	the	
Monrovia	Planet,	as	recorded	by	former	City	Historian	Myron	Hotchkiss.	
	
The	full	searchable	document	of	excerpts	will	be	in	the	Monrovia	Public	
Library’s	digital	repository	created	by	the	Monrovia	Legacy	Project.	








